MINUTES
CITY OF BETHANY
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
AUGUST 3, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT:				Charles Snyder, Chair
							Justin Peck, Vice-Chair
							Robert Helton
							Steve Marx
							Ron Crouch
							James Clemmer

MEMBERS ABSENT:				Kent Lynn

STAFF PRESENT:					Ray Jones, City Attorney
Amanda McCellon, Comm. Dev. Director
							Brendan Summerville, Comm. Dev. Associate
							Linda Hlinicky, Adm. Assistant


NOTICE:	Agenda posted in the lobby and on the front door of Bethany City Hall, 
6700 NW 36th St., Bethany, OK 73008 on Thursday, July 27, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. 

	Charles Snyder, Chair called the meeting to order and gave the invocation.  Motion was made by James Clemmer, seconded by Justin Peck to approve the July 20, 2023 Planning and Zoning Commission minutes as mailed.  The votes are as follows:  AYE- Justin Peck, Robert Helton, Steve Marx, Ron Crouch, James Clemmer.  NAY- None.  ABSTAIN- Charles Snyder.  Motion carried 5-0-1.

ITEM 1:	PC 23-12 
Discussion and approval of a site plan submitted by Troy Rhodes, applicant, on behalf of Bethany First Church, property owner, located at the following addresses: 6910 NW 41st Street, 6907 NW 41st Street, 6905 NW 41st Street, 6903 NW 41st Street, 6900 NW 41st Street, and 4201 N Willow Avenue. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:	SECT. 16 T12N-R4W SE QTR BETHANY ADDITION; BLOCK 5, LOTS
9-12 AND BLOCK 6, LOTS 1-12 AND BLOCK 7, LOT 9. 
(Item to be heard by City Council on August 15, 2023.)

ACTION:	Brendan Summerville, Comm. Dev. Associate presented the staff report to consider a site plan submitted by Troy Rhodes, Applicant on behalf of Bethany First Church, Property Owner located at the following addresses: 6910 NW 41st Street, 6907 NW 41st Street, 6905 NW 41st Street, 6903 NW 41st Street, 6900 NW 41st Street, and 4201 N Willow Avenue. He summarized the zoning of the surrounding properties; and presented an aerial image of the area to be developed.  The proposed development does fit within our land use codes.  These are acceptable uses with the zoning that is in place.  Mr. Rhodes, Applicant will show the Planning and Zoning Commission the exact details of the proposed project.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant presented a graphic overview of the site plan for the BFC Recreation Ministries.  There will be three fields for kids ages 3 – 11 years old to play t-ball, soccer, and baseball. We will be adding onto the Floyd Center Facility with storage, concessions, and bathrooms to serve the ball fields.  Also, there will be perimeter fencing/gates and new public sidewalks/walking trails.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant stated currently BFC owns ball diamonds West of the Bethany Fire Station that have been utilized since the 1960’s.  The intent is to relocate part of those baseball functions to the area we are discussing tonight.  The vision of the park is to create gathering and play areas open to the community.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant spoke about setbacks, property lines, and right-of-ways in some of the areas of the project.  We are proposing permanent structures in the right-of-way such as sidewalks, pedestrian lighting, and landscaping.  Accessible parking will be available.  Upgrades will be made at the intersections with sidewalks and crosswalks for the people to cross the street.  The setbacks vary all around the properties.  In some areas we have sidewalks, fences, gates, and the shade sails.  A portion of the shade	sails column will be within the setback area.  We request our safety fencing be 6’ tall at the perimeter. If the column of the long shade structure is on the property line, it can overhang the property line as long as shade structure is at least 8 feet or higher.

	Commissioner Clemmer asked about the lights on Field 1.  How far will the lights be from ODOT right-of-way and how tall are the lights?

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant stated the existing OG&E power lines/poles are 80 feet tall.  Our proposed lighting/poles are somewhere between 40 and 60 feet. 

	Commissioner Clemmer stated he believes OG&E needs to be involved for safety.

	Commissioner Clemmer asked about the shade sails over the bleachers next to the electric lines.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant said the bleachers themselves are about 16’ – 18’ range in height.

	Commissioner Snyder asked about the underground utilities for property north of NW 41st.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant explained we have an engineering team involved in dealing with utilities.  If there are existing utilities to the houses, all the houses that the church owns are being removed and all utilities connected to the houses will be removed back out to the main.

	Commissioner Marx about the type of fencing.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant we are working through pricing right now.  The intent of the Church is to have a minimum black vinyl coated chain-link fence.  

	Commissioner Peck asked what is going to happen with the ball fields behind the Bethany Fire Station?

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant stated the fields will be sold.  The church prefers to have the ball fields close to the church building.  They want to connect the activities more closely with the church.


	Ray Jones, City Attorney asked if there are going to be any canopies hanging over a  sidewalk.

	Troy Rhodes, Applicant explained  on Field 2 the structural columns of the shade canopy are on the property line and there is a part of the canopy that does hang over the sidewalk (public way).  The ordinance requires it to be no less than 8’, and we are well above that and do not see a problem.

	Ray Jones, City Attorney stated his concern is,  we have had litigation already with obstructions over a sidewalk in public right-of-way at this property.  There are people who ride bikes on this sidewalk, and there must be sufficient clearance for someone to ride a bike.

	Ray Jones, City Attorney asked about any proposed signalization in the crosswalk areas that are being added.  It is a little unusual to have crosswalks in the middle of the street (N. Willow).  Mr.  Jones suggested some sort of stop sign or something in the middle of the block area.

	After further discussion, Troy Rhodes, Applicant  stated the three bullet points are setbacks, fence heights, and overhangs.

	Commissioner Snyder suggested on field 1 (largest field for older players) put an overhang over the backstop so foul balls go up into the overhang and stay out of the street.

	Commissioner Snyder stated we have talked about the shade covers over the public right-of-way, concerns about crosswalks that are not at intersections,  and backside overhang on the shades.  Any final plan needs to be approved by our City Engineer (from a legal and liability standpoint).

	Amanda McCellon, Comm. Dev. Director informed the Planning and Commission that Troy Rhodes, Applicant has already met with her, City Engineer and Building Inspector.  At that time no major issue came up.  

Motion was made by Robert Helton, seconded by Steve Marx to recommend approving the proposed site plan located at the following addresses: 6910 NW 41st Street, 6907 NW 41st Street, 6905 NW 41st Street, 6903 NW 41st Street, 6900 NW 41st Street, and 4201 N Willow Avenue.  The votes are as follows:  AYE- Charles Snyder, Justin Peck, Robert Helton, Steve Marx, Ron Crouch, James Clemmer.  NAY- None.  ABSTAIN-  None.  The motion carried unanimously 6 – 0.

----------
NEW BUSINESS

	Brendan Summerville, Comm. Dev. Associate introduced Trent Reid as a new Planning and Zoning Commission (at-large).

----------

	Motion was made by James Clemmer, seconded by Steve Marx to adjourn.  The motion carried unanimously 6 – 0.
___________________________________
Chair


___________________
Date
